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Synopsis

It is well known that the scope of individual rights has expanded dramatically in the United States
over the last half-century. Less well known is that other countries have experienced "rights
revolutions" as well. Charles R. Epp argues that, far from being the fruit of an activist judiciary, the
ascendancy of civil rights and liberties has rested on the democratization of access to the

courtsa "the influence of advocacy groups, the establishment of governmental enforcement
agencies, the growth of financial and legal resources for ordinary citizens, and the strategic planning
of grass roots organizations. In other words, the shift in the rights of individuals is best understood
as a "bottom up," rather than a "top down," phenomenon.The Rights Revolution is the first
comprehensive and comparative analysis of the growth of civil rights, examining the high courts of
the United States, Britain, Canada, and India within their specific constitutional and cultural contexts.

It brilliantly revises our understanding of the relationship between courts and social change.
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Customer Reviews

Charles R. Epp is professor in the School of Public Affairs and Administration at the University of

Kansas. He is the author of several books.

Charles Epp’s landmark book brings a necessary focus on public interest stakeholders in the judicial
system. Epp argues that while judicial attention to rights is a necessary condition to a rights

revolution, it is not sufficient. Countries need NGOs and civil society groups that can mobilize the



resources to conduct sustained litigation. These stakeholders bring rights issues to the court’s
attention and help enforce favorable judicial decisions by bringing attention to any violations. Epp
uses case studies well, and while it's certainly not a perfect empirical test including India really
shows the situation in which judges support rights but civil society lacks the capacity to further it.
Unfortunately, the field hasn’t really followed up by testing the theory, so this is definitely a rich field

for future research.
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| found this book very helpful in understanding the history of women’s rights for a project I'm working

on.
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